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The overall goal of the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) Office of Middle East 
Programs (OMEP) is to advance peace and prosperity for the citizens of the Middle East and North 
Africa through regional and transboundary activities. The region faces tremendous challenges due 
to a burgeoning youth population with limited opportunities for employment or involvement in 
civic affairs. Governments in the region provide few opportunities for real participation and 
exercise tight control of the media, creating an environment conducive to corruption. 
Mismanagement of water and other scarce natural resources increases tensions and constrains 
economic growth. The combination of these factors contributes to growing frustration and 
susceptibility to extremist influences. OMEP seeks to help alleviate these pressures through pursuit 
of the three assistance objectives of Peace and Security, Governing Justly and Democratically, and 
Economic Growth. Peace and security is enhanced by empowering youth to make constructive 
choices for success in a global society; promotion of the culture of democracy creates a stronger 
enabling environment for governing justly and democratically; and efforts to transform the culture 
and governance of natural resources and agriculture will improve health conditions and stimulate 
economic growth. 

Highlights by Program Objective 



Peace and Security 

Since 1970, the population of the Middle East and North Africa region has jumped from 127 million 
to over 300 million, with 40 percent below the age of 15. This demographic bulge has the potential 
to strain resources and increase the risk of conflict. Young people cynical about their future may be 
more susceptible to the appeal of extremism. Yet if their passions could be properly harnessed and 
ignited, they could be the fuel for strong economies and a vibrant future. Delegitimizing terrorist 
ideology is the critical element for this program area. The goal of the United States Government 
(USG) is to empower young people to make constructive choices. This means giving them 
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opportunities for a good education, and providing practical skills, inspiring role models, and positive 
messages to be better prepared for their future. 

The Siraj youth leadership program provided training and community service experience to 21,184 
young people in Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, West Bank/ Gaza, and Yemen, far exceeding the target of 
2,158. This program also publicized positive role models, inspiring 129,800 youth through media 
coverage of youth leader profiles. 

Through the Peace Scholars program, 26 students were sent to the United States for a year of 
undergraduate studies, leadership training, and service learning. The first group of students had a 
successful alumni event in Jordan, where facilitators presented a toolkit on starting up community 
development projects. 

Twenty-two social innovators received grants to expand their community projects. The USG 
invests in these innovators through financial awards, leadership training, organizational capacity 
building, and strategic connections. Six innovators visited New York and Washington, D.C. to link 
them with other networks of civil society leaders and philanthropists interested in the region. 

In FY 2009, the University of Michigan was selected as the U.S. partner university for the Mentouri 
University Partnership for workforce development in Algeria. The program aims to increase the 
University's capacity to deliver quality instruction and improve the students' career prospects. It 
contributes to mitigating the appeal of extremism among educated youth, who have proven to be a 
vulnerable target for terrorism recruitment. 

Under the youth media program, the production of the pilot episode of a major television drama for 
a young adult audience, "The University," was successfully completed. Production of the full series 
is underway, and is expected to be completed by summer 2010. A program to support a 
documentary about a comic book series based on Muslim superheroes was completed. It 
encourages a public debate about values, religion, and the future of youth in the region. 

Conflict mitigation and reconciliation was encouraged by bringing together Israelis, Jordanians, and 
Palestinians to conduct a joint assessment of the status of the Lower Jordan River, and seek ways to 
reverse its degradation. The Lower Jordan River, from the Sea of Galilee to the Dead Sea, has had 
almost all of its fresh water resources diverted. Through environmental activism focused on the 
region's water economy, the project seeks to both identify the means by which water transfers to the 
Lower Jordan River could take place and help create the political will to make them happen. A joint 
team was organized to measure water levels and obtained authorization to conduct measurements in 
restricted military areas not visited by civilians in many years. This data allowed the team to produce 
an integrated environmental flows study, showing the range of cubic meters per annum required to 
rehabilitate the Lower Jordan. The draft report is now being distributed more broadly to get further 
feedback. 

Rapid assessments to identify the existing barriers that prevent reform of water policies have been 
drafted for Jordan and Israel and are being updated. The report for West Bank has been delayed. 
Transboundary diagnostic analyses are also being prepared, identifying the opportunities in existence 
and the trade-offs required to transfer fresh water resources to the river from the Israeli, Jordanian, 
and Palestinian water economy, looking specifically at the agricultural, domestic, and industrial water 
sectors. Strategic action plans will be developed following the completion of these three reports. 
Public outreach has been a particular focus of the activity. Awareness of the ecological status of the 
Jordan River and efforts to improve it has been raised in the Middle East, Europe, and the United 
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States through public events and media initiatives. A press tour with National Geographic took 
place in Israel and Jordan. A total of 24 media stories appeared in the press and on websites. The 
activity has been successful in obtaining the support of the Israeli Government, which has agreed to 
provide additional funding for the activity. 

Governing Justly and Democratically 

Corruption remains pervasive in the Arab world. Increased public awareness and political will 
throughout the region have placed corruption high on national reform agendas. However, despite 
some recent advances, concrete anticorruption reforms with measurable impact are lacking. USAID 
is tackling these issues on two fronts: through government capacity-building to address cross-border 
money laundering and through supporting civil society efforts to raise awareness on corruption and 
advocate for reform. USAID is helping government officials throughout the region to detect and 
prevent corruption by providing training to increase their knowledge and skills concerning money 
laundering. This interagency effort involves the Departments of Treasury and Justice. The activity 
aims to strengthen the capacity of the Middle East North Africa Financial Action Task Force 
(MENA FATF), which is made up of regional government representatives. 

In FY 2009, 119 government officials were trained at the following events: 

• Regional financial analysis training in Lebanon attended by 40 participants, including 
financial analysts, bank examiners, and police analysts from 14 countries 

• Gulf region cross-border cash smuggling training attended by 25 customs and police officials 
from Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain, United Arab Emirates, and Oman 

• Regional anticorruption workshop in Jordan attended by 19 ministry and anticorruption 
agency participants from Bahrain, Jordan, Morocco, and Yemen 

• MENA FATF law enforcement workshop in Bahrain with 35 law enforcement officers, 
customs officials, financial analysts, and bank examiners from each of the 18 MENA FATF 
member countries 

To strengthen civil society in combating corruption, USAID is partnering with Transparency 
International to support research, advocacy, and the development of tools to monitor and report on 
anticorruption efforts in four countries in the region. The program engages civil society 
organizations in Egypt, Lebanon, Morocco, and the West Bank/ Gaza. National Integrity Systems 
Studies were finalized in each of the four countries. Peer reviews of the studies helped enhance the 
quality of each individual study and increased the experience and knowledge of the reviewers. 

A regional advocacy workshop was organized to enhance the quality of the advocacy strategies 
drafted for each country. The program had a target of training 120 people affiliated with non- 
governmental organizations, but because of a delay in finalizing the National Integrity System 
studies, only 44 individuals from Lebanon, Morocco, and the West Bank/ Gaza were reached. As a 
co-funded activity with the USAID Mission in Egypt, the 29 Egyptian participants are reported 
separately. Although the number of people trained was below target, launching of the national 
integrity studies in the first quarter of FY 2010 is expected to generate a much higher level of 
interest in the anticorruption initiatives. 

Through the training of journalists, USAID seeks to contribute to a more professional media that 
provides the region's citizens with accurate and balanced information and promotes discussion of 
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critical issues. During the reporting period, USAID funded the American University of Cairo's 
Adham Center and the Arab Media Forum for Environment and Development to support 
networking and training of regional journalists from several Arab countries to promote their 
professional development. OMEP exceeded its target by training 269 Arab journalists, more than 
one-third of whom were women. The Adham Center successfully trained 13 young Arab media 
professionals from TV, radio, and print media on online journalism and new media. 

Under the Dialogue for Development program, six media consultations and journalist training 
sessions were held to raise media awareness of key issues pertaining to democratization, mobilization 
for greater media action, and promotion of effective media coverage. To date, the activity has 
trained 256 journalists and has ensured women are fully integrated into the program. 

Investing In People 

Population growth and increasing demands for food, housing, and jobs place extreme pressures on 
water resources, thus engendering local and transnational disputes that exacerbate political tensions. 

OMEP is implementing regional water activities that aim to alleviate water conflicts and improve the 
performance and accountability of water management. OMEP pursues these goals through three 
distinct yet complementary activities: regional water governance benchmarking, training future 
leaders in water governance, and using satellite remote sensing data to provide information on water 
use. The combined effect of these interventions will be informed professionals equipped with the 
tools they need to ensure that the MENA region's scarce water resources are used wisely. 

The regional water governance benchmarking activity aims to provide tools to compare, guide, and 
monitor national progress on water governance in the Middle East by developing a strategic 
framework that allows countries to assess their capacity to govern water resources effectively and by 
defining indicators and targets to describe and monitor water governance and water service delivery 
capacity and performance. The resulting benchmarking system will assist the preparation and 
monitoring of national water master plans and strategies, and it will promote a water management 
vision based on participation, equity, and sustainability as daily practices for water decision-making 
at all levels. The activity is being conducted in Egypt, Jordan, Morocco, Oman, and Turkey. 

During FY 2009, the field methodology for generating national water governance ratings was tested 
and extensively revised. A searchable document database of policy and legal documents from the 
five participating countries was completely indexed and posted online. The benchmarking activity 
was the subject of a seminar at the World Water Week in Stockholm, showcasing accomplishments 
and generating interest by potential partners who may assume responsibility for the ongoing 
operation of the benchmarking system after the end of the USG-funded activity. 

To increase governance skills among regional water leaders, USAID is partnering with the Arab 
Water Academy to develop and implement a course on water governance for future leaders. The 
Academy is supported through a partnership with the Environment Agency- Abu Dhabi, the Arab 
Water Council, and the Islamic Development Bank's Dubai-based International Centre for Biosaline 
Agriculture. The water governance course is carried out through a series of three one-week 
workshops over the course of eight months. The first workshop was held in June 2009, with 25 
participants from Egypt, Jordan, Morocco, and Oman. Two additional workshops were scheduled 
to be held in FY 2010. 

OMEP also partners with the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) Goddard 
Space Flight Center to develop a Land Data Assimilation System for the region. This model uses 
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NASA satellite data, surface observations, and publicly available meteorological analyses to provide 
estimates of hydrological conditions and flows relevant to water resources. When completed, it will 
generate time-series map outputs describing the water cycle, e.g. groundwater storage, soil moisture, 
river runoff, groundwater fluctuations, water consumption by crops, and vegetation 
(evapotranspiration). The overall objective is to inform water policy makers and improve water 
management decision-making processes. Substantial progress was made in refining the model 
during FY 2009. 

Conclusion 

During FY 2009, the OMEP added several new and innovative activities to its portfolio, while 
achieving important results through ongoing regional programs, to empower youth to make 
constructive choices for success in a global society, promote the culture of democracy, and 
transform water governance. OMEP has established innovative activities to instill positive values in 
the region's youth, strengthen anticorruption activities, and improve water management. These 
activities will serve as valuable examples that can be replicated by other stakeholders to promote 
development throughout the Middle East and North Africa. 
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